
		

  
Dear Church Family,  
 
This last Sunday, we moved into the Ordinary Time of Pentecost; we paused to remind ourselves 
that we are the story-tellers for God.  Yes, that means you - even when you may not recognize 
it!  It means all of us.  
 
Pentecost is the storytelling season; we tell the more mundane stories of Jesus’ day to day 
existence to help us make sense of our own. We get to witness how God shows up in the lives of 
ordinary people. 
 
As God’s people, we, in our own stories, share with one another where God is showing up in 
our lives ~ how, when, where and perhaps even why.  Some may have no idea about God’s 
presence in the ordinary; some arrange it that God’s presence is ‘by invitation only.’ But no 
matter, God is always there; you can listen for God’s presence or just ask! 
So ... Hear ye, hear ye!  
God is with us at every moment; our task is to talk with God as we might chat with an ever 
present friend whom we cherish as we sit in silence, crying, or cranking, or just jabbering while 
simply being together; like being with a new sweetheart sharing thoughts, joys, fears, hopes, 
disappointments, ponderings.  
 
One of my own favorite openers to God is - “so, what was up with that?” It reminds me, cues 
me, to invite God into my presence - even in the most mundane experience. What might be 
rumbling around in life’s more mundane experience may be more important than I may notice.  
 
Rick’s and my recent time away highlighted the need for such a discipline. Our first days out were 
radically changed from our expectations by delays and mechanical challenges despite our making 
sure everything was in good order before we set out.  Asking the question - “What’s up with this, 
God?” was much more helpful than bemoaning the hurdles we were experiencing, or even the 
apparent reasons. We were already addressing the details out of absolute need.   
 
But what else was going on?  
We met some kind and lovely people along the way; people reached out to help us in generous 
ways when our focus at the time was to get on the road and get on with our plans.  Sometimes we 
weren’t sure about who was helping whom as we moved through our challenges. Clearly, God 
had other plans and we were not privy to them; but it was fun to think about them! God was 
definitely on our vacation with us and in the lives of those we encountered. 
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When we ponder our recent experience, we are both inclined to giggle. It’s been fun to ask God 
“hey, what was up with the that?” and then listen for the answer.  It has also been profound and 
meaningful when we’ve shared our thoughts with others. 
 
After these recent days, I am reminded of one of my favorite passages from the apocryphal book - 
Sirach; it reads as follows: 
 
....if you aspire to serve the Lord, prepare yourself for an ordeal. 
Be sincere of heart, be steadfast, and do not be alarmed when disaster comes. 
Cling to him and do not leave him, so that you may be honoured at the end of your days. 
Whatever happens to you, accept it, and in the uncertainties of your humble state, be patient, 
since gold is tested in the fire, and the chosen in the furnace of humiliation. 
Trust him and he will uphold you, follow a straight path and hope in him. 
 
Such simple words; they lift up mindful offerings from a good friend. 
 
Go tell your stories for we are, indeed, the storytellers for God! Let’s listen for them! I’ll be 
listening for yours! 
 
With trust and hope, 
 
+Leslie 

 
          Rick Baker 

On Wednesday, May 26, Council met to discuss re-opening in person services. It was decided to 
have our first Service in the Sanctuary, in person on June 13. This is Stewardship Sunday so it is 
very fitting that it is our first time back. When we start back it was felt by many that we start in 
restrictive manner so that every one would feel safe and welcomed. It is accepted that some 
people will continue to need to wear a mask, so to start with, all are asked to wear their masks as a 
courtesy to all. Zoom coverage of the Service will continue for those who feel uncomfortable 
attending or are away. It will be a challenge to make that happen, but as we move forward there 
will be alterations to improve the experience. 

Our Dear Diane VanAmburg has moved to New Hampshire to be close to family. She has done an 
unbelievable job as our Sexton and leaves quite large shoes to be filled. At present we don’t have 
anyone willing to step forward, so all her monitoring of the Church and grounds will need to be 
shared. We will need to have a “Grounds Work Time” at some point to repair the lawn from the 
damage of the tree taken down, paint window trim, put screens up and a few other items. So 
please lend a hand when that is announced. 

Rick  
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This month we pause to recognize the gals who keep on creating these shawls of comfort.  There is 
no way to publish an accurate or complete list. Over the years so many have come and gone, but 
we have counted but two leaders, Martha Bicknell (who relocated a few years ago) and Diane 
VanAmburg. 

Today, we note that Diane will be moving to New Hampshire at the end of this month.   

Diane has kept the closet organized and our records up to date. She has been the person who 
acted on your requests, packaged and mailed each shawl for out-of-town recipients of our love. 
Indeed, she has been the point person when a decision was called for in this loosely organized 
ministry. Diane kept Martha’s sense of this loving ministry alive. 

This, then, is a period of reflecting on what and where this ministry is to become. Presently, we 
plan on continuing creating our shawls from the comfort of our homes. We hope that before long 
we will be able to return to the Barn. For one, I’m looking forward to gathering around the candle 
in the Barn once again. It will be my pleasure to contact one and all when that day comes about.   

Keep each other in your prayers as we go forward in this ecumenical and fascinating ministry.   

Any and all requests for shawls of comfort or celebration are encouraged as always during this 
time of reorganization  

Evelyn Franson (864-2583) 

 
Just a reminder that scholarship applications are due June 1st!   It is with great pride that I report 
two of our student applicants have graduated this spring.  Maddison Egan has graduated from 
the University of Southern Maine with a degree in Nursing with minors in Biology and Holistic 
Health.  I know that Cindy and Patrick are exceedingly proud, as is the entire RCC family.  Haley 
Morrill has completed her degree in Microbiology and Pre-Pharmacy at the University of Maine, 
Orono with an exceptional GPA of 3.94.   Even more exciting, Haley has been accepted at the 
University of New England where she will pursue a doctorate in Pharmacy.  Good luck in your 
future studies.  I know your parents Roberta and Steven are so proud and so is your church 
family. 

Respectfully submitted- Dr. Mary Richards 

Prayer Shawl                     Evelyn Franson	

Scholarship                   Mary Richards 
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Hi all, this will be my final newsletter for B & G.  I wish to thank all who have worked on the 
committee over the years and those who helped out when needed.  I really appreciate all of you.  
A thank you to the 3 remaining members – Rick Baker, Kirby Holcombe, Fred Dubay. 

This month Fred has been changing the batteries in the smoke alarms and carbon monoxide 
detectors.  Kirby has been away but will soon be back so he will be getting info on the siding for 
LMS.  Rick is overseeing the lawn repair from the tree take down last fall.  Thanks to all of you.   

 

As members of this church you might receive a call from one of these people to help out with 
something.  I hope you will give them time if you are able.  Thanks to everyone for all their help 
and advice over the years.  I will miss each of you. 

 

B & G Committee:  Fred Dubay, Rick Baker, Kirby Holcombe, and Diane VanAmburg.  
 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Short but sweet- the production committee has acquired another member to lighten the load.  
We are now a team of 3! Dan Simonds has been generous enough to lend us his time and efforts in 
becoming an official Zoomigo! 

Buildings & Grounds Committee             
Diane VanAmburg 

 

Production Committee      Sam Meehan 

 

    Diane, We appreciate you and you will be missed! 
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Deacon News Kelsey Meehan 

What a blessing May has been!  Pastor Leslie was able to use some much-deserved vacation time.  
We had a wonderful Mother’s Day service and want to say thank you to Scott for filling the 
pulpit.  We even had a Music lead service where Sue found a stunning Cantata focused on the 
Lord’s Prayer.  It was a pleasure to experience and especially remarkable that they were able to 
create this over zoom.  All of this could not have been possible without such talented Zoomigos – 
thank you to all who were involved who helped to make this possible.  Last week we had our first 
outside in-person coffee hour for 2021 – even the rain could not keep us away!  What a great way 
to send off Diane on her new adventure.  It is always sad to say goodbye to a friend and fellow 
member.  We wish her safe travels to her new home and we shall all miss her. 

In addition to moving our coffee hour back in the Barn we are adding a Fellowship Time a half 
hour before service starting at 9:30 am (this will not be a new Zoom link, the Zoomigo will simply 
open the church service link up earlier than usual)!  This will give us all time to chat before the 
service starts.  Please know that this 9:30 am start time is dependent on the sound check that 
happens before the service.  If you log on at 9:30 am and Zoom does not let you in right away, 
please be patience as your Zoomigos finish up their necessary sound check.  They will open the 
church service Zoom link as soon as they can.   

Our Deacon of the Month for June is Lucy Simonds.  Please reach out to any Deacon with any 
needs or suggestions. 

 

    

Come join us in the Barn for 
Coffee Hour 

 
. 
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      Finance Committee                   Kathy Brittain   

 
June is upon us with sunny skies and all kinds of friendly flying creatures.  

For the Finance Committee, June 30th is the end of our Fiscal Year, so please submit any expense 
reimbursement requests no later than June 15th to the Treasurer’s mailbox in the church office. 
Alternately, you may email your request with a photo of receipts to 
rangeleyuccfinance@gmail.com.  Please include your full name and address in addition to 
relevant details and expense account numbers. 

The Finance Committee met via Zoom on May 4th at 4:30pm.  At this meeting we reviewed and 
discussed the financial activity of the previous month.  Our checking account and balance sheet 
were both reconciled and bill payment was current.  The Committee reviewed and approved our 
proposed FY 2021-2022 budget for presentation to the Council.  The proposed budget is based on 
the requested changes and is guided by historical data and anticipated changes.  On May 10th, we 
presented the proposed budget to the Council via Zoom.  It was approved for presentation to the 
congregation at the Annual Meeting scheduled for July 11th. The Stewardship Committee is 
proceeding with this year’s campaign notices appearing in our weekly worship announcement 
emails. Please be sure to read them.  

Our next Finance Committee meeting will be on June 7th at 3:45pm via Zoom.  As always, your 
input and participation are welcomed at our monthly meetings.  Please contact Paula Hatfield if 
you would like to be included in the meeting.  You may also email her if you have any questions 
at: rangeleyuccfinance@gmail.com 

As Financial Secretary, I would like to remind all of you that our current church year at Rangeley 
Congregational Church ends on June 30, 2021. Contributions/donations and pledges that are 
received by June 30 will be included in this year’s financial activities. As of July 1, 2021, any 
contributions received will be recorded on next year’s financial activities, that is for 2021-2022. 
Feel free to reach out to me with any questions you may have regarding your contributions. 
Please remember that we appreciate receiving your contributions by mail at:  
Rangeley Congregational Church 
PO Box 218 
Rangeley, ME 04970  
 
Until we meet again, blessings for your continued safety and good health, 

Submitted by Kathy Brittain, Financial Secretary 

Paula Hatfield, Treasurer 
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Stewardship – Three Great Loves: Love of Children, Love of Neighbor, Love of Creation 

Since we are worshipping via Zoom, the following is information that would have typically been 
shared during “announcements” before the service by Kathy Brittain, our Financial Secretary or 
Millie Hoekstra, Stewardship Committee Chair. Our new fiscal year begins July 1st and if you plan 
to pledge this year, we are requesting that 2021-2022 pledge cards be mailed or bring to church on 
June 13 as this will be our first service back in person. 

The Stewardship Program does not focus on how much the church needs, but on how much we 
each need to give.  We will not be asked to give to a budget.  This is a spiritual challenge for each 
of us to give back to God’s church a portion of the abundance we have received from God. 
Stewardship is an expression of love for God and love for others. 
 
 “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of 
God and knows God” (1 John 4:7) 
Gifts of time, talent, money and other resources are a practical way to express love for God and 
love for others. The act of making an offering each week is a way of renewing our commitment to 
God and to God’s ways of love and justice.  

Money is a powerful symbol and how we use our money symbolizes what is important to us.  We 
indicate love for God and love for neighbor when we use our money in behalf of the good of the 
whole community.  Over the years, we (RCC) have been a “share the vision” congregation—not a 
“meet the budget” congregation…and we have met the needs of our congregation, community 
and beyond.  We have been blessed and filled with joy.  This kind of visioning is what makes us a 
strong church family. 

Pledging is a personal choice without a right or wrong answer.  You may choose to pledge at any 
time during the church year.  People fulfill their pledges in many different ways including 
weekly, bi-monthly, monthly, quarterly, once a year or any combination thereof.  A pledge is not a 
binding contract, but an estimate of how much financial support you plan to contribute to 
Rangeley Congregational Church.  You may revise your pledge up or down during the course of 
the year by contacting Kathy Brittain, Financial Secretary.  

If you have any questions about pledging, please contact one of the members of the Stewardship 
Committee: Millie Hoekstra and Cyndy Egan. 

Blessings to you and yours, 

Kathy Brittain, Financial Secretary and Millie Hoekstra, Stewardship Committee Chair 

Stewardship               Millie Hoekstra 
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The hummingbirds are back, the grass is growing and the blackflies are here again.  
Yes….summer is arriving in Rangeley.  In March, Women’s Fellowship held a zoom meeting with 
discussions on how to proceed with summer festivals, Holly Fair, and how (or if) we could hold 
Women’s Fellowship gatherings this summer.  The consensus was to have a “wait and see” 
approach to the festivals and to be cautious and safe.  And to continue to monitor CDC guidelines 
and progress of vaccinations and case counts, and to be guided by the Church Council.  In regards 
to the Women’s Fellowship bi-monthly gatherings it was decided to have gatherings outside in 
the Barn parking lot/lawn area (weather permitting) without crafting.  These meetings are 
routinely held the 2nd and 4th Friday of the month from 10-12 at the Barn, however an alternative 
was discussed of holding the first monthly gathering (the 2nd Friday of the month) in the Barn 
parking lot from 11-12.  The 2nd monthly gathering will be at a time when “all” women would be 
able to join (an evening or Saturday/Sunday for an hour) as a trial. 

Well, we’ve come a long way in a few short months and our “wait and see” time has come.  Plus, 
the Church Council has met and discussed how our church will proceed (please read the Church 
Council article in this newsletter).  The Women’s Fellowship co-chairs are inviting all women to 
join us on Friday, June 11 in the Barn parking lot at 10 am (please BYOC – bring your own chair) 
to discuss the plans moving forward this summer.  If we have a rainy day we will meet in the 
Barn, so please bring a mask just in case.  We can’t wait to get together.  I will be sending out an 
email blast the week prior as a reminder to all. 

Nancy Zambraski, Women’s Fellowship Co-chair 

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

 

Nancy Zambraski	
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   June Calendar 
 

    DATE       TIME         ACTIVITY 
 

Tues. June 1        7:00pm – 8:00pm  Book Study – Virtual Zoom 
 
Sun. June 6       10:00am - 11:00am  Worship Service – Virtual Zoom 
Sun. June 6      11:30am - 12:30pm  Coffee Hour – Barn 
 
Mon. June 7      2:00pm – 3:30pm  Prayer Shawl – Barn 
 
Tues. June 8      7:00pm  - 8:00pm  Book Study – Virtual Zoom 
 
Fri. June 11      10:00am – 11:00am  Women’s Fellowship – Parking Lot 
 
Sun. June 13      10:00am – 11:00am  Worship Service – Sanctuary 
Sun. June 13      11:30am – 12:30pm  Coffee Hour – Barn 
 
Mon. June 14      3:45am - 5:00pm  Finance Committee Mtg - Virtual Zoom 
Mon. June 14      6:30pm - 8:30pm  Church Council Meeting - Virtual Zoom 
 
Tues. June 15       7:00pm – 8:00pm  Book Study – Virtual Zoom 
 
Sun. June 20      10:00am - 11:00am  Worship Service - Sanctuary 
Sun. June 20      11:30am - 12:30pm  Coffee Hour – Barn 
 
Tues. June 22               7:00pm – 8:00pm  Book Study – Virtual Zoom 
 
Thurs. June 24     4:00pm - 6:00pm   Spiritual Direction Group - Virtual Zoom 
 
Sun. June 27      10:00am - 11:00am  Worship Service - Sanctuary 
Sun. June 27      11:30am - 12:30pm  Coffee Hour – Barn 
 
Mon. June 28     6:30pm - 8:30pm      Deacons’ Meeting - Virtual Zoom 
 
Tues. June 29               7:00pm – 8:00pm  Book Study – Virtual Zoom 


