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Rev. Leslie Chatfield

Dear Church Family,
It is almost Easter! Amazing to think about! And, how amazing that we are one year plus a couple
of weeks past the general shutdown of life-as-we-knew-it a year ago! Derek Wendelken, Paula
Hatfield and I had, only days before, developed a potential plan for a Call for me to come and
serve our Rangeley church, with a Candidating Sunday planned just a couple of weeks away, at
the time. But one never knows, in the austere season of Lent, how Life will go; and that austerity,
protracted, has gone on for more than a year, it’s true. No Lenten observances, no Palm Sunday
service, no Easter service, no communions as a congregation gathered in person, no coffee hours
with shared yummies in those first few months at this time, last year. And, our resurrection, such
as it was last year, meant ongoing Zoom meetings, Zoom services, Zoom gatherings and Zoom
celebrations: Zoom, Zoom, and more Zoom: the specialty Entree on the menu. Today’s delight,
every day’s delight, is brought to you by Zoom! (Alas, not so for Maple Sugaring Sunday. Zoom
does have its limitations!) But the blessing? We have been able to stay connected. Better for some
than others. But the effort has had some positive results, even if still unpleasant and not as
satisfying as we’d prefer.
But in-person life IS stirring again with new hope and new joy! Perhaps soon we can take our
outdoor chairs out of their place in winter storage and warm them up for Sunday Coffee Hour at
the church, outside in the grass, under the tree, together again! Finally! Conversations about safe
gatherings potentially happening is occurring, more and more. Folks are moving from here to
there, near and far, with more frequency, and with renewed zeal, calculated risk notwithstanding.
Recently, during our Lenten Morning Prayer, one of the appointed readings was the surprising
text of The Magnificat that we typically hear during Advent - rarely do we consider it a Lenten
reading; likely never. But there it was. When our Bible Study group gathered that evening ‘on
Zoom,’ we engaged in spirited discussion about why that particular appointed reading, a classic
Advent reading, appeared within the context of Lent! It’s worthy of considering, indeed. And
true to form, there is not only one answer; there are many worth considering! (Relevant factoid:
the reading appeared on March 25th; but that’s only one part of a larger landscape.) It’s a good
question to ponder: what is the Magnificat doing amidst Lenten readings? Ponder that a bit, if
you like.
And here comes Easter, just days away, after we prepare to hear the lessons of our faith tradition’s
historically darkest days, and all this after a year of what seems like an extended version of the
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very first Passover lockdown, that for us, in 2021, has become a protracted year of Lenten
discipline.
May we find renewed hope and joy in the tender mercies of our lives - gathering outside together
and maybe, just maybe, eventually finding a way to share communion next to one another,
carefully and safely, once again, renewing our faith and our traditions that bring us together as a
people of faith.
May we rise again with the Son this Easter! Blessings to All!
+ Leslie

Rick Baker
I think it is safe to say we are entering Mud Season. My road and driveway are devoid of snow
and ice (the side piles are still all there) and my dog now leaves fresh muddy paw prints when
coming in the house. I always think of this time of the year in reflecting what has gone past (a
great winter and all of it’s activities) and look forward to the future when lakes and streams open
up, grass actually will start to green up and we get our bikes back on the road. (I won’t even
mention black flies and their merits.)
Council has been relatively quiet, although our fearless Treasurer, Paula, has already started to
work on next fiscal year’s budget. She does an amazing job and we will begin to process that work
over the next 6 weeks. Council has also been giving consideration to some high priority
maintenance jobs that need to be done. Our church (and the others in town) have been given a
very generous anonymous donation, that we will match to our best ability, to get work done that
we would not have otherwise been able to afford.
Many more of our Congregation has been able to get vaccinated for Covid-19. By the end of May
(if not sooner) all age groups should be qualified to receive it and that will allow us to make plans
moving ahead. In person – outside Coffee Time as we did in the fall and then slowly getting back
together in person, in a gradual measured way, in the Sanctuary. Vaccinations, mutations, and
other factors will guide the decision process.
So enjoy this start to our spring and if you are a “snow bird”, please let us know if you come back
into town.

Peace
Rick
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Evelyn Franson
All's quiet in the prayer shawl closet......and that's a problem. Too many of these symbols of
compassion are waiting to complete their mission, i.e. comforting or celebrating an achievement in
the life of a friend.
Since our last newsletter, two requests have been answered from out-of-town. However, we
knitters and crocheters continue to need your help completing this circle of love. Just contact
either Diane VanAmburg (864-2634) or Evelyn Franson (864-2583) to come by and choose the
perfect symbol of compassion (or request that we fill your order).

Buildings & Grounds Committee
Diane VanAmburg
Hi All, can you smell spring in the air. Yes!! It is wonderful. We have survived another winter in
Rangeley. As for what is going on with B & G I talked with Lee Libby about the roof leak and he
told me to call on Tuesday and he will give me a time when they can fix it. He said he is up at 4:30
in the morning and I answered that I also got up at that time but I would be nice and wait until
daylight to call him.
Kirby has found someone that has looked at LMS for doing the siding. He is waiting for figures on
the cost of materials before putting in his bid. Hopefully we will have more info soon. Thanks so
much Kirby for finding a willing person for this job.
That is it for now. Enjoy the season. I have purple crocuses ready to bloom and rhubarb starting to
show.
The B & G Crew
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Deacon News

Kelsey Meehan

Much of March was spent in Lenten preparation. Your Deacons continued discussion with Pastor
Leslie about our church traditions surrounding the season and how we could make these
traditions still possible while remaining on Zoom for everyone’s safety. Palm Sunday was a
success! Pastor Leslie brought the Palms to the sanctuary a day or two before the service. Many
were picked up by local members and there remains a small group of palms that are being kept
for those who are currently away but would like some in the future.
While there will be no soup supper this year, we have worked diligently to be creative in how we
celebrate Maundy Thursday together this year. Thank you to everyone who has helped and will
be helping through Easter – we appreciate you all!
Our Deacon of the Month for March is Claire Chase. Please reach out to any Deacon with any
needs or suggestions.

Finance Committee

Paula Hatfield

The Finance Committee met via Zoom on March 8 at 3:45 pm to review and discuss February
financial activity and reports. The process and schedule for the 2021-2022 FYE Budget was
discussed. Paula Hatfield will put the draft budget together after the financials are closed for
March activity. This draft budget will be reviewed at our meeting in April. Any revisions will be
incorporated before it is reviewed by the Church Council at the May meeting.
th

As always, congregational input and participation are welcomed at our monthly meetings. Our
next meeting will be held on April 12 at 3:15pm. We continue to meet via Zoom so if you would
like to participate, please email Paula Hatfield at rangeleyuccfinance@gmail.com to request a
Zoom invite.
th

Respectfully submitted,
Paula Hatfield, Treasurer
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Nancy Zambraski
Women’s Fellowship held an “All Women’s Gathering” via Zoom on March 17 . We had
approximately 15 in attendance. There was a lively discussion regarding the upcoming summer
festivals, the 2021 Holly Fair and how to hold Women’s Fellowship in the midst of the continuing
pandemic. Many ideas were bounced around. Options for the craft fairs discussed were to:
th

• hold the summer craft fairs on the same day as the Strawberry & Blueberry Festivals in the
barn parking lot where we could better “control” the social distancing and require mask
usage.
• limit items sold to jam, Rada, and a few crafts at separate tables.
• hold a “Pop-up craft fair” in the Barn parking lot (weather dependent) at some time in the
summer.
• hold a “Summer Holly Fair” instead of the November Holly Fair.
• sell jam and a few other items on the “What’s Going on in Rangeley” Facebook page.
The consensus was to have a “wait and see” approach and to be cautious and safe. We will
continue to monitor CDC guidelines and progress of vaccinations and case counts. We will also
be guided by the Church Council. But at a minimum we plan to sell jam on the Face Book page as
we did last year.
Linda Caspar is taking names of those women who are willing to make jam (strawberry, blueberry
and any other types), and of those who might be willing to make small loafs of bread to sell.
Please contact her if you are willing to help.
Also discussed is “how” and “if” we should have Women’s Fellowship gatherings this summer.
The consensus is to have gatherings outside in the Barn parking lot/lawn area (weather
permitting) without crafting. These meetings are routinely held the 2 and 4 Friday of the month
from 10-12 at the Barn, however an alternative was discussed of holding the first monthly
gathering (the 2 Friday of the month) in the Barn parking lot from 11-12. The 2 monthly
gathering will be at a time when “all” women would be able to join (an evening or
Saturday/Sunday for an hour) as a trial.
nd

nd

th

nd

As always, comments are always appreciated. Feel free to contact me, Linda Caspar or Paula
Hatfield. We hope everyone has a joyous Easter and wish safe travels to all our summer families
returning to Rangeley.
Nancy Zambraski
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Sue Downes-Borko

Wishing all a blessed Easter Season! This is always a busy time for ministers and musicians, but it
is also a time of joy and passion for us. We hope that joy and passion is evident over Zoom!
Our church family continues to find ways to connect as best as safely possible. I am extremely
grateful for all who are giving of their time and talents to make our services possible.
Many thanks to all who participated in the organ survey during February. As we digested the
responses, several conclusions seemed clear.
1. The organ is important to enough of our congregation that we should keep it.
2. The congregation does not wish to look for a different organ or purchase a new organ.
3. Changing to a keyboard that is not easily repaired and that would eventually need to be
replaced wasn’t strongly supported.
64% of our congregation is willing to support a fundraiser for repairing our existing organ. 54%
percent of our congregation would like to hear the organ played at least semi-regularly with
another 14% open to either piano or organ. 7 respondents do not care for organ and would rather
hear piano.
I have contacted the organ repair company and once we have an up-to-date estimate on repair we
can get more serious about the next step. If you would like to see the complete survey results, let
me know.
Thanks again to Kelsey for her assistance with putting the survey together!

Reflections from our Minister’s Walkabouts
Rev. Leslie Chatfield
Reflections on Redemption and Restoration during a Pandemic
All people can backtrack miserably; all people can be restored. Our spiritual goal is not just to get
folks forgiven. The goal is to get our souls — restored to a sense of place, restored to a sense of
acceptance, and restored to a greater call that beckons to those listening for that call. Redemption
means we are being spared from darkness, error or stepping off the path; restored means we are
put back into the place we were before we were healed with new creative or inspired energy.
Let us consider a couple of readings central to this Holy Week.
6

Mountain Reflections
April 2021

Vol. 28, Issue 4

The smell of redemption.... the smell of restoration.... the charcoal fire:
John 18:19
Because it was cold, the servants and the guards had made a charcoal fire. They stood around it
warming themselves and Peter stood with them. They asked him again, “you’re not one of his
disciples are you?” He denied it saying, “no I am not.”
John 21:9 -13
When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish lying on it, and bread. 10 Jesus
said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter went aboard
and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three of them; and although there
were so many, the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none
of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came and
took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish.
Recently, as I was returning from the grocery store to our home on the mountain, I wound my
way past The Bethel Inn, waving as I drove past the folks gathered behind The Opera House- a
nearby historic town landmark, now condominiums, across from the Inn. The folks there stood
around a blazing charcoal fire warming - hands and feet, fronts and backs. Since social distancing
has become the norm, so has gathering around the backyard charcoal fire on properties all over
town. Folks there huddle around the fire’s warmth, where joyous laughter rises with sparks
flying, stories shared, denials of obvious confessions and tales of over-limit fish. It’s become the
place to share hopes and dreams, pleasures and disappointments, successes and failures,
embarrassments and dopey behaviors - or as a close friend of mine says -“ a place to swap lies!” under the protective shelter of hats, mittens and down outerwear, accompanied by coffee and
other libations. There’s usually a good measure of hootin’ and hollerin’ amidst blushing and overloud laughter. They’re having fun together.
Seeing them gathered around the strong, distinctive aroma of a charcoal fire, got me to thinking
about the two places, two places only, where a charcoal fire shows up in The Bible. One occasion
is from the passage we encounter this Holy Week where Peter denies Jesus, three times,
colloquially known as ‘again, and again, and again’ before the rooster crows. Peter denies he’s
with his friend, Jesus; he’s let his friend down. He knows he’s failed his friend... abysmally. And
his friend got carted off to be crucified. And, he also let himself down. How could he let all that
happen?
The second is Jesus, now as the resurrected Christ at His post-resurrection appearance on the
beach for the ‘feed your friends’ breakfast fish fry with a side of toast. You can almost smell the
delicious aroma of that fish sizzling over the charcoal fire, can’t you? And, holy moly! Aren’t
they surprised to see him? And what’s he going to say to them, now? They all ran away when he
was captured so they’re thinking he’s going to have to have a stern word or two for them. But,
instead of ginning up an angry-in- the-marketplace moment, he asks Peter three times (just like
the denials) “do you love me?” There’s Nothing about let downs, failures or disappointments.
Then he tells Peter to ‘feed my lambs,’ ‘take care of my sheep,’ ‘feed my sheep’ and ‘follow me.’
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Still... nothing about let downs, failures or disappointments, or confrontational questions like -.
why didn’t you defend me?, what kind of disciple are you?, I thought you were better than that! kinds of remarks.
At a charcoal fire, Peter betrayed; at a charcoal fire, Peter was restored! That charcoal fire aroma,
then and now, and the meals and snacks cooked over it, offers a place of invitation and generosity,
of kindness and hospitality where people can find extravagant welcome, where they can be
steered, nourished and restored restored to acceptance, restored to new ways to live in community, to get back to the place they
were before but now as newly healed souls ready to do their own work of spirit.
We are all creeping out of our hibernation dens to find safe spaces with friends, neighbors and
relatives to gather, to find our paths once again, to help restore one another to our deepest
callings. Some folks are protected by the miracles of science, some have to rely on the standard
precautions of masks, distancing and hand hygiene. We want to offer extravagant welcome safely
and in good faith.
Next year, when we come to a second anniversary of the pandemic, I wonder if we will still be
able to smell the disappointment and lost hope that collected around our charcoal fires when we
first gathered around them in fear of our health? Next year, will we be able to smell that charcoal
fire as a place of restoration for weary worried souls to remember a place of camaraderie through
challenging times?
We know well the words of Jesus to love one another and to love your neighbor as yourself. We
can easily learn to forgive one another and offer a friend kindness but can we offer them the
restoration of the hope and dream and plans we once had for them? This is the hard work of
Christ that is ours to fulfill... to be fellow travelers on the road to redemption and restoration.
Can you smell that charcoal fire just a short distance away?
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April Calendar
DATE

TIME

ACTIVITY

Thurs. Apr 1

6:30pm – 7:30pm

Tenebrae Thursday Worship - Virtual

Sun. Apr 4
Sun. Apr 4

10:00am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm

Easter Worship Service – Virtual Zoom
Easter Coffee Hour - Virtual Zoom

Sun. Apr 11
Sun. Apr 11

10:00am – 11:00am
11:30am – 12:30pm

Worship Service – Virtual Zoom
Coffee Hour – Virtual Zoom

Mon. Apr 12
Mon. Apr 12

3:45am - 5:00pm
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Finance Committee Mtg - Virtual Zoom
Church Council Meeting - Virtual Zoom

Sun. Apr 18
Sun. Apr 18

10:00am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm

Worship Service - Virtual Zoom
Coffee Hour - Virtual Zoom

Sun. Apr 25
Sun. Apr 25

10:00am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm

Worship Service- Virtual Zoom
Coffee Hour - Virtual Zoom

Mon. Apr 26

6:30pm - 8:30pm

Deacons’ Meeting - Virtual Zoom

Thurs. Apr 29

4:00pm - 6:00pm

Spiritual Direction Group - Virtual Zoom
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