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Rev. Leslie Chatfield
Dear Blessed Church Family,
We are now well into the liturgical season of Epiphany! I believe that Epiphany is one of my most
favorite of liturgical seasons! Not unlike the resolutions of the more secular dimensions of the
New Year celebration, the six weeks of the Epiphany season is said to be the liturgical season best
suited to seek new ways of carrying on with life; the focus is on a time for balancing our spiritual
interior and our spiritual exterior, our inward bits and our outward bits. Sounds more like ‘a
resolution season,’ doesn’t it? So, I’m writing in my office on a cold and snowy day, considering
how our days ahead look so different than they did even two weeks ago! I’m pondering our
collective outer and inner experiences. I’m pondering what I’ve seen and heard the last few weeks.
What is God calling us to do with our time and treasures during this Epiphany season in 2021?
What is God calling you, individually, to do in our days ahead?
Most of us recognize that to become healthier on the inside, we are required to attend to
outwardly noticeable practices, e.g. our diet, our physical condition, good mental and emotional
health, our regular spiritual discipline. The Epiphany season is a great time to take stock of and
measure the balance of personal inward spiritual expression in relation to outward spiritual
expression. Epiphany does not have to be more complicated than that. How are we meeting our
own goals as they line up with the belief that God loves each one of us?
The Epiphany season also invites us to seek new horizons in our larger cultural environment; it
beckons us to characterize, categorically, our approach to delineate what God would have us do,
collectively. That, too, is what Epiphany is all about; making the inside beliefs match the outside
behavior, collectively. How are we doing? All kinds of philosophical statements are being tossed
around; some sound okay, others problematic, some innocuous. What do they mean to the people
of faith, collectively? To which truths do we offer our time?
Our personal journeys, e.g. as we mindfully navigate through Epiphany, are coupled with our
individual communal identities as we gather together sharing our personal gifts and treasures;
when we meld the parts together, the work becomes God’s ~ because it’s holy. In that holiness, we
recognize God’s ultimate form ~ wholeness. Richard Rohr reminds us that our work together is
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uniquely the work of God integrating the individual and the community, gathered uniquely,
supported by healthy faith practice. May you enjoy this time for pondering how God is
continuing to call you into our work together!
Snuggle up and stay warm! Ponder with kind patience!
+ Leslie

Mary Richards
Pastor Leslie, Donna Wilcox and I had a productive conference call on January 26 . Pastor Leslie
reported that the first adult education zoom sessions were very successful. From 10-16 people
participated at any one time and the discussions were rich and varied. The group discussed if this
would be a good format for an adult study during Lenten season. Leslie indicated that she has
also had a request for a book study. After much conversation Leslie has offered to provide three
options during Lent. Given Covid-19 and the inability of all of us to get together she felt these
would provide opportunities for all of us to ‘get to know one another better’. Clearly, this is an
important goal during this difficult time.
th

The first program will be a book study offered in the evening for those who cannot attend a study
group during the day. She will also offer a Bible Study formatted much like the most recent
offering, possibly at 4:00 in the afternoon. These times and dates will be established by Pastor
Leslie. The third option will be a thirty-minute daily prayer featured on Facebook from Ash
Wednesday, February 17 through Palm Sunday March 26 . Kelsey, who is in charge of RCC’s
page, will coordinate Facebook. Again, Thanks Kelsey! Because Christian Education has not had
any opportunity to spend its budget the committee has offered to purchase books for the book
study group.
th

th

A special thank you to pastor Leslie, who so generously gives of herself and her time to support
Christian Education. We greatly appreciate all of your efforts.
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Rick Baker
Welcome to 2021! I hope that you got through the Holidays without to much shock on the
bathroom scale. I’ve heard that the extra spin on the weight scale can be called “The Covid 10”.
Whew….
I am pleased to announce that we have filled an open Member at Large seat on Council. Kelsey
Meehan has agreed to bring her talents and energies to our Council. It is so great to have her in
that role. Among other things she is very much in touch with social media and will fill that role
for us.
Sam and Dave are our Zoomigos and they desperately need a couple of folks to lend a hand. They
work so hard and deal with a variety of issues on the “fly”, so to speak. Despite that comment, I
am assured that the routine process they have established does not require a PhD in Tech support.
It really requires an interest and a willingness to learn. One of the “perks” is that you get to be in
the Sanctuary for services along with Sue and Leslie (when she preaches from the pulpit). If you
have questions contact Sam or me (and I’ll put you in touch with Sam).
Covid-19 is not doing any of us any favors. We are managing to keep our church family safe by
not providing opportunities to be exposed in our Sanctuary. Rev. Leslie is doing her office hours
via phone and Zoom and that seems to be going well. As the Maine infection rates continue to go
in the wrong direction there will be times when Rev. Leslie will do the service from home. But
light is at the end of the tunnel with vaccines starting in our state for us. I think we can begin to
lok ahead at a time and way we can be together again in person. Patience and flexibility is needed
to continue from all of us.
Our Zoom Services have been going well, I think. It’s so much fun to convene before the Service
and see everyone’s faces and hear the laughter. It’s truly wonderful how many of us still come
together at the same time on Sundays. The “Coffee Time” afterwards has been great and the
conversations thoughtful and often entertaining. If you haven’t joined us, please do.

Be safe. Peace
Rick
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Evelyn Franson

Here we are in the month of hearts. With that in mind, we who keep on creating shawls of
comfort and/or celebration remind you that our closet holds an inventory for your special
heartfelt giving.
Since the last newsletter, shawls of consolation were given to family members upon the death of a
Rangeley friend.
Think of choosing a prayerfully created shawl whenever a store-bought gift just doesn't fill your
need. Our closet is full of gorgeous creations. Call Diane VanAmburg or Evelyn Franson to choose
a shawl that speaks to you.

Deacon News

Scott Hatfield

As with many other groups, this is a relatively quiet time of year for your Deacons. That’s nice as
we’re able to spend more time considering the needs of our membership and community.
We continue to do our best to prepare for whatever comes our way with regard to this pandemic.
We continue to explore worship options, social media options, collaboration options, etc. Please
continue to give your feedback to Rev. Leslie or any Deacon. That way we know what’s working
for you and where you might have unmet needs.
Scott has indicated that this church year will be his last as Chair of Deacons. With an eye towards
stepping into that role, Kelsey Meehan has agreed to serve as Co-Chair of your Board of Deacons
for the balance of this church year. That will allow her to learn the ropes and be ready to take
over. We all greatly appreciate the tremendous amount of work that both Meehans are doing for
our church.
Our Deacon of the Month for February is Evelyn. Please reach out to any Deacon with any needs
or suggestions.
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Music Notes

Sue Downes-Borko

Welcome to Black History Month! In February, we celebrate African-American Culture through
music. If you have any requests including Spirituals or any type of music written by Black
composers, let Sue know.

Rangeley Ecumenical Food Pantry
Pantry
I attended my first meeting
of the food pantry, and discovered that this is a pivotal time for the
organization.
1) Until now, the organization has been a non-profit but never pursued the 501c3 status.
All in attendance agreed this will be worth doing and the wheels have been set in motion.
2) Traditionally, there have been two representatives from each of the four year round churches of
Rangeley. We do still need one more rep from our church. The only commitment for now is
helping with a two-hour shift once a month. The group decided that branching out to the wider
community would be healthy. There was discussion about partnering with Rangeley Health and
Wellness, and thinking about individuals that would be a good fit—no need to be affiliated with a
church.
3) Storage has been an issue, and location of the food pantry was considered. Is it visible enough,
and can we find a location with room for storage and growth?
Please let Sue know if you would consider helping out 2 hours each month. Thank you!

Buildings & Grounds Committee
Diane VanAmburg
Hi everyone – Well I thought that last month the newsletter was short but this one will beat it. I
want to thank Kathy Brittain for helping me shovel the small amounts of snow and her wonder
dog Chowder for overseeing both of us. He kept us on track and made sure we did it right.
Take care and stay healthy.
Buildings and Grounds Committee: Kirby Holcombe, Rick Baker, Diane VanAmburg and anyone
else we can find to help.
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Sam Meehan

Here we are, just into 2021! While life can get a little crazy, I am very happy with how things have
been going. I thought it was a good time to give a little overview of things from the life of a
Zoomigo.
We are doing great, though we could absolutely use some more willing and able bodies to join in
fun of facilitating the church zoom calls!
It crossed my mind that while everyone can see the difference from week to week since we've
started, you probably haven't got a real idea of what our process looks like. We've come quite a
long way since we started this nearly a year ago now. We have a monitor set up along side a
wonderful soundboard so that we are able to allow for all of our different variations of musicians
each week.
To get everything prepped and ready for the service, we meet Saturday evenings with Sue and the
song leader for that week with someone (Kelsey for me) on the other end at home to listen to
everything and make sure it is sounding good. We then do a much shorter little test the next
morning right before church starts. Dave is doing a fantastic job each week, supplying the
PowerPoint slides for the services while alternating weeks with me for running the services.
As we work through these very interesting times, we are always working to be safe while we are
doing all of this. Everyone is always in a mask apart from the singer, who is in an isolated "booth"
so that they can sing safely. The tech both is also set up at the very back of the church as well in
order to be as separated from the piano and the pulpit as possible. Currently, with Leslie
preaching from home, we've moved her monitor over to the piano for Sue so that she can see all
your lovely faces during the service!
One last note about joining the Zoomigos... It seems like a lot, I know but it really isn't as tough as
it sounds. All the kinks have ultimately been worked through and it's a very user-friendly set up.
If you have any interest in joining us, please let me know. I'm happy to have you sit in so you can
get an idea of what it really looks like.
For your viewing pleasure, I've included a couple pictures of our current set up in the church to
give you a better idea of what it all looks like.
Thank you for taking the time to read all of this. I know it was a lot.
Blessings,
Sam
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A Note from our Pastor ~ A Word about our Broadcast Services Online
When I set out on my journey to become a minister, I never expected that I would end up
behaving or even feeling a bit like a TV evangelist! Never my aspiration! When I think back
though, I remember when my daughters were babies, a friend of mine, a Mom with more stripes
than I had at the time, offered a tip for me, as a new mother when one of my babies was sick with
a fever.
As I bemoaned the struggles of getting my feverish baby’s temperature with an archaic glassfilled-with-mercury thermometer, and tangling with this little committed python-wrestler,
miserably uncomfortable, crying, flailing baby who had no interest or inclination whatsoever in
being still ~ the wizened Mom said kindly, soulfully and quietly, “oh, that’s easy! Just turn on the
PTL (“Praise the Lord”) Club on television; face your baby towards the TV. And voila! Works
every time!” And she was right! I t worked like a charm every time until there was enough ability
for me to have a conversation with my little one along with better thermometers. And it was good.
Very good.
I never aspired to being a TV evangelist. Yet week after week, as I step into the pulpit now, I can’t
help but wonder, “Is this where we all are now? Televangelism?” Oh dear.
But, truthfully, I don’t think so; yet, still I giggle to myself that, of all the ways that I NEVER
wanted to do ministry, this was probably the one I never expected God would call me to do.
Truth told, I was a committed Luddite. What a sense of humor! God’s not mine! I am still
growing my sense of humor about this. I’m at the “isn’t this ‘ironic’ followed by the snicker”
stage! Still adapting. Still smiling.
But, really, this is most important part of what I want to say.
We are in particularly challenging times. We are all called to find creative, intriguing and
grounded ways to remain connected and reasonably hopeful! Navigating is neither simple nor is
it able to be managed with a punch in the arm, “Way to go” approach. It’s hard, it’s often
frustrating and sometimes there are glitches. Kindness is so appreciated as we make our way
through these times! Thank you ALL for the patience you have ALL shown along our way! I do
not believe we will ever be the folks that Mom’s will plunk their babies in front of to help them
calm down. Thank you for that. Unless, of course, they seek soft, gentle grounding. We can do
that even when we are playing boogie-woogie!
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Please know ~
We have a phenomenal Production Team of folk working to make our broadcast flawless every
Sunday.
If you walked into the church on a Sunday morning, everything about the space, at the moment,
looks different. But still, it’s our beloved sanctuary! Our monitors are placed so that they are not
central to the most lovely aspects of our church chancel and our technical boards are at the back of
the sanctuary, delicately placed to be unobtrusive.
All that said, we’ve all had to adapt regarding how we use ALL our space to maintain optimum
safety, to manage our sound and sound quality, to determine what places on the first floor get
used wisely and thoughtfully, but most of all creatively! Some of our technical folks are
permanent: setting up the service and the invitations so it is seamless, along with a clutch of
different folks running the laptop and the Zoom-y part of the service (signing us in as well as
rehearsing on Saturdays afternoons so all will be seamless), the soundboard, the cameras, the
lights, the action ~ all take sensitivity, thought and timing, and most of all – a non-anxious
presence. There are folks who take photographs in the sanctuary and upload them to the service
content, there are folks stationed remotely (often, at home) to monitor sound quality of those
mich-ed in the sanctuary; and there are, of course, folks helping our attendees maximize their
ability to get optimum sound quality from their own location via external speakers or
headphones. These folk include, Sandy, Sam, Dave, Derek (hopefully, when he returns), Sue and
yours truly.
In addition, we have our folks who come in regularly offering their voices and talents to make the
service “sing” ~ literally and figuratively. They are kind and gracious in their presence and we
are blessed that they are so willing to work alongside the rest of us on our team.
This past Sunday, when there were power outages across western Maine, we, in Bethel, were
affected just as some of our folks in Rangeley were, as well. My husband, Rick, and I were up at
the crack of dawn working to get all our ‘devices’ up and running to make sure the service was
broadcast smoothly and without a hitch at our end. Our Production Team in the church
supported us, as a last minute adaptation. Everyone in our wonderful gallery was kind, patient
and encouraging! As I have said to others recently, “it may look like it’s all seamless, but it needs
to LOOK seamless in order to make an already challenging situation seem less challenging.” The
wizards are working hard behind that curtain, pulling levers and making it all work well! Thank
you Sam, Dave, Sue, Sandy, and all our vocalists, soloists, and other singers and players for
making sure all the dimensions work together! Thanks to our entire congregation in the gallery for
offering your encouragement and support as we make our way through these days! We are
staying connected as a congregation and we are all the better for it!
Peace and blessings to us all!
+Leslie
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Finance Committee

Paula Hatfield

The Finance Committee met via Zoom on January 11 at 3:45 pm to review and discuss December
financial activity and reports. The mid-year financial review and analysis was presented and
discussed. Contribution statements for those contributions received by Rangeley Congregational
Church during 2020 were generated and mailed out by our Financial Secretary, Kathy Brittan in
mid-January.
th

Below you will find the results of my mid-year review. Additional analysis will be done again in
April as we begin the budget process for our next fiscal year. Please feel free to contact me if you
have any questions or would like additional details regarding the review. As always, your input
and participation are welcomed at our monthly meetings on the second Monday of each month at
3:45pm. We continue to meet via Zoom so if you would like to participate, please email Paula
Hatfield at rangeleyuccfinance@gmail.com to request a Zoom invite.
Mid-year Review:
Income:
At first glance it appears that our Total Contributions are over budget by $9,668. However,
because we receive multiple single contributions, including complete annual pledges, early in the
fiscal year this income is overstated from an analysis perspective. To account for this for purpose
of mid-year analysis, total contributions need to be decreased by $10,775. This amount represents
half of the total single contributions described above.
It’s expected that contributions would continue at this level or increase. We historically have come
close to or exceeded pledged amounts. Miscellaneous income is $990 below budget. This is due to
zero income from Barn Use Income and a decrease in LMS Utilities Contributions due to COVID
impact on their business. Please see the calculations and explanations below:
Adjusted Total Contributions $ 48,765.00 ($59,540 – $10,775)
Adjusted Total Income
$ 52,136.69 ($62,911.69 – $10,775)
Budgeted YTD Total Income
$ 55,098.00
Under YTD Budgeted Income $ 2,961.31
Expense:
Total budgeted expenses are $7,658 below budget at this point in the year. This can be accounted
for in part by lower expenses due to remote worship. I would expect the expense savings in many
9
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categories to continue until we resume in-person services. The following provides detail for
budget variances by expense category.
Total Pastoral Expenses are $5,638 below budget due in part to Rev. Leslie starting on July 15
instead of July 1. Mileage Pastor Expense and Books, Publications, Cell Expenses are also below
budget.
th

Total Worship Related Expenses, Christian Ed Expenses and Miscellaneous Expenses are below
budget in total by $1,931.
Total Budgeted Benevolence Expense is over budget by $878 due to annual bills that were paid in
full in the first six months for Scholarships and UCC Assessments.
Total Facilities Expense across Church, Annex and Barn are below budget by $3,795 due in large
part to decreased costs due to virtual services.
Summary:
Adjusted Total Income
Total Expenses
Adjusted Difference

$52,136.69
$48,878.98
$3,257.71 income in excess of expenses

Respectfully submitted,
Paula Hatfield, Treasurer
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February Calendar
DATE

TIME

ACTIVITY

Sun. Feb 7
Sun. Feb 7

10:00am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm

Worship - Virtual Zoom
Coffee Hour - Virtual Zoom

Mon. Feb 8
Mon. Feb 8

3:45pm - 5:00pm
6:30pm - 8:30pm

Finance Committee Mtg - Virtual Zoom
Church Council Mtg - Virtual Zoom

Sun. Feb 14
Sun. Feb 14

10:00am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm

Worship - Virtual Zoom
Coffee Hour - Virtual Zoom

Sun. Feb 21
Sun. Feb 21

10:00am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm

Worship - Virtual Zoom
Coffee Hour - Virtual Zoom

Mon. Feb 22

6:30pm - 8:30pm

Deacons’ Meeting - Virtual Zoom

Thurs. Feb 25

4:00pm - 6:00pm

Spiritual Direction Group - Virtual Zoom

Sun. Feb 28
Sun. Feb 28

10:00am - 11:00am
11:30am - 12:30pm

Worship - Virtual Zoom
Coffee Hour - Virtual Zoom

Stay Tuned

Reverend Leslie will be offering a Book Study and a Bible Study for Lent

Daily Lenten Prayer time starts on Ash Wednesday, February 17 at 9:00am
th
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