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Rev. Leslie Chatfield

Dear Blessed Church Family,
Merry Christmas! Blessings to all for a lovely Christmas as we approach these upcoming Twelve
Days of Christmastide to Epiphany! Merry Christmas!
I hope your own Christmas story, this year, is one that tells of a heart reveling in the peaceful, quiet
joy of the days that follow Christmas. While these days are surely different than other
Christmastides, heretofore, ~ still, grace and gratitude abound, like our Advent candles that represent
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love.
Jesus is in the manger, the oxen, the sheep and the lamb, the burro and the doves gather close by the
new family, offering their warmth and humble gifts next to the other precious gifts of great price gifts that will surely fill life’s needs in the days to come for those seeking God’s Light of Love.
Each of us has our own personal offerings for Jesus despite the fact that we can’t make it to the stable
this year - unless it’s peeking in at a 6 foot distance, with a mask in place and hand sanitizer in tow!
We carry God’s Light of Faith to illuminate our spirit-hungry journey together, lest, in the darkness,
we slip and fall. We carry God’s care for the sick in our prayers for healing; we carry God’s prayers
for wholeness for the many, though weary, who are caring for others at such a time of tribulation. In
our tithing’s and our kind donations, we offer God’s support for shelter for those without a home, for
both two and four legged critters as well as all those who fly, flap, swim, gurgle or slither, and God’s
nourishment for all who hunger, and clean water for all who thirst and long to be refreshed. We
carry God’s Light of Love as we seek the one who has already come among us, yet is born anew; we
gather to fill our own hungry spirits from the blessing of his manger, who, by the Light of Hope,
promises us that he will come among us again, even if only to appear long enough to hold our hand
tightly to lead us Home, when we, with tender mercy, are, at the last, called.
In our own seeking, we know we are blessed by God’s Light of Peace shining on our own path; such
deep Peace helps us to offer surety and quiet promise to those around us who are encumbered by
illness, poverty, and fatigued, withering spirits. We share out of gratitude.
Inasmuch as we do these things, even though we are hunkered down in our homes awaiting our
number in the vaccine line, we show evidence of having visited the stable, if only in spirit, by virtue
of sharing our faith filled Light; we bring gifts to the tiny babe in our service to others. We serve

Mountain Reflections
January 2021

Vol. 28, Issue 1

humbly as the people who seek God’s Hope and God’s Love to offer God’s Peace and God’s Joy. We
offer our care with tender warmth of smiles, by offering an open gentle hand or an assured soft
touch. We invite and assure with soft compassionate words: an ‘of course we welcome you,’ a ‘thank
you for coming among us,’ a ‘would you like….? to offer a response to human need, ’ or a ‘right now
or later?’ to observe personal agency. In the calm radiance of God’s wonder, care and kindness, in
Joy and Hope, Peace and Love, we, too, seek to offer homage to the One for whom that wondrous
star shines. More gratitude.
I wish you a Merry Christmas for each day of the 12 days of Christmas before us!
May God’s Grace and Light abound and continue on all our days ahead.
The Peace of Christmas to you,
+ Leslie

Mary Richards
The Christian Education Committee met three times in late October and early November. Because
Mary Richards was added to the committee it now is comprised of Mary and Donna Wilcox. Mary
will serve in the capacity of representative to the church council. Donna and Mary met initially on
October 21 to review the roles and responsibilities of the committee. Donna prepared an extensive
packet of information regarding adult education, the Sunday school program’s curriculum and
volunteers, as well as, the various outreach activities from the past several years that were aimed at
expanding participation by children in the community. Although these were successful and wellattended events by adults in the church community they did not capture new children.
st

Respectfully Submitted by Mary Richards

Given the current Covid-19 crisis it is clear that the only potential role for Christian Education maybe
with an adult education offering. To that end Donna and Mary met with Reverend Leslie on October
26 and again on November 2 . Both sessions provided the wonderful opportunity for the three of us
to get to know one another better and resulted in thoughtful conversation. We included Rick Baker
in our first meeting to explore whether it would be practical to host any sessions in the Barn or on
Zoom. Given the current situation it is clear that zoom will be the only safe option. Our
conversations focused on the public response to the pandemic, or the lack thereof, and the religious
precept that we are our ‘brother’s keeper’ -- what does this imply during Covid-19. Reverend Leslie
felt that offering a conversation during advent around this topic would be fitting and beneficial.
Leslie will now provide further planning for this.
th

nd

Submitted by Rev. Leslie
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Rick Baker
“Turning the Page” and embracing 2021. We have all had quite a year. You are probably as tired as I
am talking/thinking about the pandemic, politics, problems in our country and all things related to
those issues. Being with family and friends has not been the same. That’s the “bad” news.
The “good news” this past year is that we called Rev Leslie to our church and she has been a joy to
have her lead us through these times. Thinking “out-of-the box” and embracing innovation has been
our guiding principals to find ways to continue our faith journey with each other.
Zoom communication, Services, Bible study and coffee hour have crept into our lives where, even
though it is a far cry from what we would like, has become a regular expectation. We are so fortunate
to have the talent in our Congregation to keep moving us forward and “raising the bar” on our
expectation’s. One of the huge benefits of using Zoom for our gatherings is that it enables those
“away” to join with us and stay in touch. I am sure that even as we can get back in person, this will
continue to be part of our routine so we can share with those who cannot be with us in person.
I feel that this year will find us returning to in person gatherings. Slow at first, but with vaccines and
other measures it will be possible. As we proceed with this year, the Council will be doing its work
to ensure that our Church continues to be on top of issues and move forward. I encourage all to
watch for messages and invitations to join our Zoom events, to stay in contact with your Church
Family and help participate in the life of our Church. We will get through this.
New Year’s thoughts? Here’s a couple:
Life should not be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in a pretty and well
preserved body, but rather to skid in broadside in a cloud of smoke, thoroughly used up, totally
worn out, and loudly proclaiming “Wow! What a Ride!”
~ Hunter S. Thompson
“Learn from yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow.” - Albert Einstein
Peace
Rick
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Evelyn Franson
As we enter this season of mid-winter isolation, please be reminded that our church family may turn
to the Prayer Shawl Ministry for the gift of a hug of soulful consolation or joyous celebration. Our
closet has many a shawl waiting for either occasion. PLEASE contact either any ministry knitter,
crocheter or Diane VanAmburg (864-2634) or Evelyn Franson (864-2583) to make your choice when
the spirit calls you!
Three prayers of comfort were gifted to friends since our last newsletter. In addition, yarns were
chosen by one of our knitters to fill her emptying needles.
Blessings to you, your families and friends until we see you at our closet or sharing our next
newsletter.

Evelyn

Nancy Zambraski

The month of December, a small Christmas tree was placed on the front porch of the Congregational
Church Barn with handmade hats, scarves, mittens, and masks for anyone who needed one to take
one. Many thanks to everyone who contributed items and helped keep the tree upright and loaded
with items. It was a great success. We estimated that approximately 50 items were taken from the
tree.
The Women’s Fellowship ladies met following church service via Zoom on December 20 . Even in
the absence of summer festivals and the Annual Holly Fair we were still able to distribute $4,000 to
our charities of choice, prioritizing local and state charities. It was a great meeting, and everyone
who participated felt a great sense of joy to be able to give in this difficult year.
th

Restarting “in person” Women’s Fellowship meetings is on hold pending COVID restrictions. We
will continue to update the group with Email Blasts. There is interest in Women’s Fellowship Zoom
meetings which will potentially start in February. If anyone is interested in the zoom meetings,
please contact me (nzambraski@gmail.com).
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Scott Hatfield

The Deacons want to thank all those who assisted with services through the Advent and Christmas
season. We had strong AV, amazing music, and thoughtful messages. None of that would have
happened without the support of staff and volunteers. Everyone has been incredibly creative and
flexible as we decorated, worshipped, and connected with our community. Thank you to all.
We appreciate Sue stepping forward and serving as our church’s representative to our community’s
Ecumenical Food Bank. This partnership helps address food insecurity in our community. We can
think of nothing more important or in keeping with Jesus’ teachings than to help feed those who face
hunger. It might be helpful to find a partner for Sue, for times that she has a conflict or needs a
partner. If you’d be willing to help out, please let Sue know of your interest.
The food pantry can be challenged with scarcity, especially of popular foods. If you’re able, please
consider dropping off: canned tuna, chicken noodle soup, canned beets, peas, corn (cream style and
whole kernel), green beans, or cans of baked beans. There is a drop box outside at the rear of the
Good Shepherd church, allowing contact-free drop-off. Finally, be aware that you can provide a

directed donation to the food pantry. When we pass cash along to them, they are able to buy
products that they need. Simply indicate “Food Pantry” in the memo line of your check.
Our Deacon of the Month for January is Lucy Simonds. Please reach out to any Deacon with any
needs or suggestions.

Music Notes

Sue Downes-Borko

Just a reminder that all are welcome to be song leaders. If it is something you’d like to try, just let me
know.
Also, I would welcome hymn or other song requests. If there is a piece of music that you’d like to
hear or sing at worship, give me a call or send an email.
Looking back on 2020, I can say it was so much more enjoyable and spirit-filled because of all of you
who took a chance and participated by singing, playing instruments, or expressing gratitude for our
music ministry. Blessings in this New Year!
Sue DB
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Buildings & Grounds Committee
Diane VanAmburg
Hi all, Well we now have a new heater for the church. Dead River put in a gas heater on December
16. Thanks to Paula and Scott who opened the building for them. Also they were there on the 15
when we had the kerosene tank drained by SK Fuel CO. On Friday Scott went back and helped the
person get the kerosene tank out of the building. A big thanks to you both for the help you provided
to get this done.
th

A thank you to Sam Meehan for moving all the computer equipment so that the change of heaters
could take place in the church. This was not easy as it had to be put back for our services.
Kutting Edge is doing the shoveling and Scott and Paula are plowing as needed.
What a wonderful church to have so many willing people to keep it in good order. Bless you all.
The B & G Committee: Fred Dubay, Kirby Holcombe, Rick Baker and Diane VanAmburg.

Finance Committee

Paula Hatfield

The Finance Committee met via Zoom on December 14 at 3:45 pm to review and discuss November
financial activity and reports. The mid-year financial review and analysis will be done at the end of
December, with results shared at the January Church Council meeting and subsequent newsletter in
February. Contribution statements for those contributions received by Rangeley Congregational
Church during 2020 will be mailed out mid-January with anticipated delivery via USPS by late
January. As always, your input and participation are welcomed at our monthly meetings on the
second Monday of each month at 3:45pm. We continue to meet via Zoom so if you’d like to
participate, please email Paula Hatfield at rangeleyuccfinance@gmail.com to request a Zoom invite.
th

The Finance Committee
Submitted by Paula Hatfield, Treasurer
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Dave Walker

The Mission Committee thanks everyone for donations to the annual UCC Christmas Fund.
The committee will take a winter respite as we look forward to serving you and our community
in the Spring. Happy New Year!

Cheers to new beginnings! Wishing you a happy and healthy New Year!
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